July 29th, 2001
Hi Gavin
Hi again. Nearly the end of July, which means that I will have been in this place for a year. Renewed the contract for another four months and then will go to New Zealand. I have made arrangements with the Santa Fe Removals Company to ship my stuff over. There was still some of the CUHK shipping allowance left over after Mummy shipped stuff to San Diego which I could use. But as this had to be claimed by the end of July, that meant that technically my stuff should have gone by then. But I asked Santa Fe if they would claim my allowance but leave the things here and send them over in November. They agreed, which is good, as it would be difficult working without a lot of the books and things I need. Although Santa Fe are more expensive than Crown Worldwide, I decided to use after Mummy’s experience as well as the fact that Crown didn’t reply to an important e-mail (after Mummy told me not to pay the insurance they were claiming from her). The guy at Santa Fe looking after the removals is very helpful and originally said he would store the stuff free and send it later; however, the arrangement we now have is better.


Another typhoon has brought HK to a standstill. The Number 8 signal was raised for about 24 hours which meant that all schools, offices, etc were closed and most transport stopped. But it was another fizzer in most parts of the territory, with almost no wind and very little rain. But as a few (very few!) places got gale-force winds, the number 8 signal had to go up. The weather is still mucking up my swimming though I managed to get three swims though not on the days planned. For one, it was nice and fine when I started but by the time I finished there was a big thunderstorm. Still working at only 80% in the gym and pool.


The effects of the Court of Final Appeals’s recent rulings about right-of-abode are still being felt. There was widespread dismay over the decision to send the 14-year-old adopted girl back to China. It turns out that she would not be able to continue her education in China due to lack of some kind of registration. Anyway, a petition was signed by nearly all the students and teachers as well as members of the public signed a petition requesting the government to allow her to stay. The government has said that it will. However, there are still many other legally adopted children in the same position. Will keep you informed of what happens!


The 25th of the month (last Wednesday – also the day of the typhoon) was the day of the month designated for all chicken markets to be cleared and thoroughly cleaned in order to try to prevent the bird ‘flu from reappearing. The number of chickens coming from China dropped dramatically recently. No reasons given initially, but it turns out that the new HK policy of refusing entry to trucks if they have even one dead chicken has annoyed suppliers over the border.


There was a TVB report the other night on diabetes in HK. The problem is becoming very serious as people are eating more junk food as well as eating too much. An interesting comment is that the same thing happened in western countries but the number of cases has levelled off because people’s genes have adapted to the new diet, something that has not yet occurred here. The programme also included the chap Critchley, a diabetes specialist, who was killed recently. I was shocked but at the end of the programme they referred to his passing in a very nice way. 


There seems to have been more overseas news that local news this week. There was the removal of President Wahid from office in Indonesia. He is now in the US receiving medical treatment. Then there was the attack by the Tamil Tigers on a military base and adjacent international airport in Sri Lanka. The attack wiped out nearly half of the planes belonging to Sri Lankan Airlines (which I was unaware of, is the new name for Air Lanka). Then there was the assassination of India’s “Bandit Queen”. This was the low-caste woman who actively protested the way low-caste women were being treated by higher-caste people. She actually took justice into her own hands and had to go underground. She was regarded as a sort of “Robin Hood” figure and eventually ended up in parliament. There was also a brief news report about a movie dealing with the use by the US Army during World War II of the Navaho Indian language to code messages. Apparently this is an unusual language (I don’t know the details) and it completely confused the Japanese. 


By now, you should have received the information I got from the Internet regarding education benefits for veterans. It is OK? Do you want me to look for anything else? Just let me know if you do.

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you. 

Cheers.

Dad
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